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CHAP. LXVIL.

An Act for the Repeal of all former Acts concerning the Longitude ai Sca, cxcept so much thereof
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as relates to the Appointment and Authority of the Commissioners thereby constituled, and also such
Ciauses as rclaic to the constracting, primting, publishing, wending, and licensing of Nautical
Almanacks, and other useful Tables ; and for the more effectual Encowrogement and Heward of
such Person and Persons as thall discover a Method for pnding the same, or shall make useful
Discoveries in Navigation ; and jfor the better making Experimends relating thereto,

\‘,’HERE:\S an Act wix made in the Twellth Year of the Reign of Her late Majesty Queen Anne, intitnled

An Aet for providing o public Reward for sech Persoa or Persens o3 shall discorer the Longitude at Sev;
and also ancther Act was mude in the Fourteenth Yenr of the Reign of His tate Majesty King Georgs the
Second, imtituled 4n Act for sureeging the Chief Poris and Headlands on the Coasts of Gyeat Diriuin and
Ircinnd, and the falends and Plontations thermlo belonging, in arder (o the more esact Delermination of the
Longitude and Latitude thereof; und also another Act was made in the Twetny sizth Yesr of the Reign of
His mid Iste Mojosty, intitaled A Act o render more effectual an Act, made IL Deelfth Year of the Reign
of Her late Majesly Queen Anoe, intituled * An Act for providing o public Reward for wuch Person ar Persons
“ as shall disoover the Lomgitude al Sec,’ with regard to the making Erperonents of Propasols muade for disco-
verisg the Loagitude ; and to enlarge the Number of Comminsicners for puiting in Erecution the said Act; and
also anather Act was made in the Second Year of the Reign of His present Majesty, intituled An Aot for
rendering move effectual an Aet, made in the Ticelfth Year q;F:ﬁe Reign of MHer late Mojesty Quicen Anne, indi-
tuled * An Aot for preniding a public Reward for such Person or Perrens o3 shatl discover the Longitude at Ses,’
with regard lo making Erperiments of & made for discovering the Longitude ; and also another Act v
made in the Third Year of the Reigo of His present Majesty, intituled An Act for the Lacouragement of John
Hamson to publish and make kmoun his Imvention of a Machine or Waich, for the Discusery of the Longitude
ot Ses ; snd alw Two other Acts were made in the Fifth Year of the lluiEn of His present Majesty, the one
intituled An Act for rendering niove ¢ffcctval an Act made s the Twelfth Yeor of the Edgﬂ of Her lale Mayes
Queen Anne, miifuled ¢ An Act for providing a peblic Reward for such Person or Peryoms as shall discover the
* Lomgitede at Sea,’ with regard lo the making Erperiments of Proposals made for discovering the Longitude :
and the otber, intituled 4 Aot for esplaining and rendering more effectual Two Acts, One made in the Twe{fth
Year of the Reign of Queen Aune, intiduled * An dot for providing a pwblic Reward for such Person or Persoas
¢ ¢ shall disceover the Longitude ot Sea ;" and the other in the Twenty sisth Year of the Reign of King Gourge
the Second, intituled * An Act to remder move effectual an Act mude in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of Her
' late Majesty Queen Anpe, infiluded ** An Aot Jor providing a puidic Roward for such Person or Persons o5 shall
“ digcvver the Lomgitude ot Sea,” with regard to the making Erperiments of Propotals made fur discovering the
' Longitude ; and to enlarge the Number of Commizsioners for putting in Execution the soid Act ;' and also anotber
Act was wade in the Tenth Year of the Reygn of His present Majeaty, intituled An Act for remdering more
¢ffaciwal several Aets, fur providiag o public Eﬂﬂrﬂ_ﬂr disroeering the Lamguvde ot Sea; for tnprovieg e
Lumar Taldes construcied by the lte Professor Maver ; and for cacouraging acoveries and Improvemenis
uteful fo Navigation - Al whereas it is highly cxpedient to encournge, by further Rewards, such othw

* Mcthods and Exporiments s mny conduce w the Discovery of the Longitude a1 Sea, and promote fanber
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* linprovements and Dicoveries in Narvigntion ; and to make more effectunl Regulations foe the esamining,
' wving, amd ]udging of sl Pl"ﬂpﬂﬂl!, aperiments, und [nprovements relating therevnto ;' Hl}' it therefore
plemse Your Majesty that it mav be enaxcted ; and be it enncted by the Kiug's mmt Exccllent Majesty, by amd
with the Advice and Cansent of the Lords Spiritunl and Temporal, and Commons, in this peesent Parlinivent
ssembled, and by the Anthorty of the sume, ‘That each and every of the sald rectied Acts (save and cacept such
Clavse mnd Clanses in cach or uny of them s relate to the Appointment or Authority of all or any of the Com.
tUsIONE therchy respectively constituted, and slan wuch Clsnse and Clauses ux relate w0 the constrocting,
printing, publishing, veudimg, and heensing of Nuutical Alntanacks, and otber useful ‘Tables), shall, from and
ufter the Twenty fourth Day of June One thousand seven hundrid and seventy fone, be, and are hereby repealed.

[1. And for & due and suticient Encouragement to any Person or Persons who shail discover any Method or
Methodds for Boding the said Longitude, be #t enncted by the Authority aforesaid, That the first Authoe or
Author, Discoverer ar Discorerems, of each and every such Method or Methods, his or their Executors, Adinis
aistrators, or Assigns, shall be entitled 1o, und hove the Rewards or Suins of Money hereinaflter mentioned ;
that is to sy, in caae the Method proprsed shall be by Means of a Thne-keeper, the Paaciples whereof have
nnt hitherto been minde public, 1o the Reward wr Sum of Five thoasand Pounds ("}, if such Mothod determines the
said Lonptude to One fkgm af & great Circle, or Sixty Geogrephical Miles: 10 the Reward or Sum of Seven
thouwsind fve huixlred Pounds, if it determines the ame to U'wo’l'hirds of thot Distanee : and 10 the Rewnrd
or Sum of Ten thonsand Pounds, if it deternvines the saive (0 One Half of the said Distanie : Which respective
Rewards shall be doe and puid when soch Metbod shall have been sufficiently tried by the following Expeniments
ard Vovagres 1o be made and performed by such Persons, and under such Restrictions, as the mid Commissioners
for the Dhscovery of Longitude at Sea, respectively constituted by the sbove recited Acts, or the najor Pare ol
them, shall think fit to wppoint and disect ; {that is to sy) when and s s00n 84 Two or more Time-keepers, of
the same Construction, shall huve been tried at the same Timwe, for the Space of Twelve Mouths, at the Roval
Observatory at Greemwich, then in Two Vovuges round the lstand of Grewt Britain, 10 contrary Directions, and
in such other Voyagea tn different Climates as the said Commissioners shall think it to direct and appoint ; undl
after their Return from soch Yovages, or any of thew, for such longer Time, mt the saikl Observatory, not ex-
ceeding Twelve Months, a3 the saxl Conunissioners shall l]udgc peceoary ;. and alse when and so soon as the said
Commissionces, or Two Thirds of thewy, at the lawt, shall after such Experinecuts and Vossges have been made
and performed s uforesail, have declared and detennined that sach Methid s genermlly pructionbile snd uselul.
and suficieotly exact to determine the Longitude ut Sea within the Degrees ov Lamits aforesaxl, in all Voy
for the Space of Six Montha (lmpedimeatn from cloudy and baxy Weanther excepred); and ulso when and w0
san sz the Principles and Pructice of much Bethad are fully discovered wnd explaingd to the Satisfaction of the
said Commisstaners, or Two thirds of them ot least ; and soch Authoe or Authors, Dicaverer ar | iscoverces,
shall bave delivired np and assygned over 1o the sasd Commmaionem, for the Use of the Public, the absolute
Property of such Time-heepem as shall have heen tricd by such Experiinenta and Voyuzes as aforesaid, woyether
with aff Pluces, Descripayns, Theones, and Exphaatiens belonging or relating to the sume, and which shall
contuin the Whale of such Discorery of the Loogitude . and w0 cuse the Method proposed shiadl be by Means
of isnprored Solar and Lunar Tables, then and in such Case, thiz Autlior or Authorm of such impeoved Nolar and
Lauar Tables, their Excoutors, Administrators, or Asugne, shall be entitled 10 and hare the Rewnrd or Suwm of
Fire thousand Pouads, if such Solur and Lunar Tables shall prove sufliciently exact to shew the Distance of the
Moon (rom the Sun wud Stars i the Heavens, within Fifteen Seconds of a Degree. answering to about Scven
Minutes of Longitade, afier making an Allowsnce of Holf a Degree for the Errors of Obwervation ; sod when it
shall appear 1o the Satisfiction of the anid Commisioners, or Two Thisds of theny, at least, that soch Tubles are
conatructed eutirely upon the Prnciples of Grvitntlon taid down by Sir froe Newtow, (except with reapoct to
those Elements which must necesarily be taken from astronomical Obscrvations), and alse when the Truth of
sueh Tubles shall buve been further confirmed andd proved by Comparison with & Semies of astronosical Ubser-
vations made during u Period of Eighteen Years and o Half, which is deenied the Period of the Ieregularitics of
the Lunsr Motions; which Rewurd shal} be duc and paid, when the said Commissioners, or Two Thirds of
thevn, at least, ahall hinve doclared und determined that such Tubles are wficientdy cxact to shew the Distance
of the Mopa from the Sun and Starss in the Heavens, within the Limies above mentioned ; and slwe when the
Author or Authors of such improved Solar and Louar Tables, his or their Executors, Administrators, or Assigun,
shiall have detivered up, and uxigmed over to the said Commiassioners, for the U'se of the Public, the absolate
Right und Property 1o und in the e, tagether with the Thenry relating thereunto ; aml in case any othere
Method shall be proposed for finding the Longntude at N besides those before mentioned, that then and in
such Cnse, the first Author or Authees, Discorerer or Dacaverers, of any such Moethod, his or their Executos,
Administrotoms, or Assigns, shall be entitled to und bave the Reward ar Sum of Five theazaind Pounds, if 1t sl
determine the said Longntude within One Dugree of a great Cincle, or Siaty Geogruphical Milos; to the Rewand
or Bum af Seren thonmaml Ave handecd Pounds, i it alall determine the sume to Tweo Fhinls of that Dastiunee ;
and to the Reward or Sum of Ten thousund Poands, i€ it shall determine the same 10 One Hul' of t1he same
Rctance ; which respective Rewords shall be due and paid s soon na the said Coinrmssioners, or Fwo Thieds
of them, ot leaar, shail, after proper Tral has been smude by theiz Appoiatinent and Dircction, bave determined
thig sisch Mcthod shall be gencrally prxcticable and weful toe fiding the Longitude st Sea within the respective
Limits shove mentumed.

11l And be it further enacted by the Authority afuresaid, That when and so soon ns any such Mcthod or
Methods for the Discovery of the said Longitude, shall be tried as before mentioned, and found practicable
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end usefnl at Sca, and sufficiently exact to determine the Longitude within any of the Degrees or Limits afore-
said, the waid Commisvonen, or Two Thirds of them, shall certify the same, under their Hands and Seals, ¢
the Comminsioners of the Nary for the Time being, together with the Name or Names of the FPerson or Persons
wha shall be the Author or Authors of such Method or Methods ; and upon the Receipt of such Certificate, the
sai| Commissioners of the Navy are hereby authorized snd required to make out s Bill or Hills upon the
Treasurer of the Navy, for the reapective Sum or Suma of Moocy to which the Authar or Authors of such
his or their Executor, Administrator, or Assgns, shall be eotitled by virtue of this Act; whih
Suin or Sums the sasd Troasurer is bereby required to pay to the said Author or Authurs, their Bxecuton,
Administratom, or Assigna accordingly, out of any Mooey that may be in Hands unapplied to the Llise of the
Nary, sccording to the tue [ntent amd Meaning of this Act.
IV, * And whereas the ssveral Sums of oney grnuu:d by the above now-recited Acls, towards makice
Experiments «r Proposuls for ducovering the Loagitude at Sea, and for improviog the Lunar Tables, sud
nwnking other Discoveries or Improsernents wseful to Nosigation, are, by resson of the several Payments made
by the Treasurer of the Navy, pursuant to the Directions of the said Acts, vot only expended, but morevrer
several Deltn have been incurred, and sre now growing due for Services ending to the Beoefit of Narigation,
sud more particularly for defraying the Expence of the Two Obaervers who bave beau sent out to make
nuutical and astronomical (Mwervativns in the Southerm Hemisphere : And wheroms it is highly necessary that

T - - ™~

* the said Dvbts should be discharged, and thet ingeaions Fersoos sbould be encou to muke fusther
* Dniacoveries and Improvements uselul to Navigation :* be it further cuacted by the Autbority alorenaid, That
the abure mentioned Commimioners for the Discovery of Longitude at Ses shall and may certity the Amount of
much Debtu, together with the Nanes of the Persons 0 whom the same shioll be respectively due, under their
Hunds and Seals, to the Commimioners of the Navy, who are hereby anthorized and required to nmke out «
Bill or Hills upon the Treasurer of the Navy, for such Sum or Sums of Money as may be necessary for discharging
the waid Debts ; which Suen or Sums of Moncy the said Treasurer is bereby required o pay 1o the 1'ersoc ar
Persons 0 whom the same shall be respectively due, out of nny Money which » be in his e said Treagurers
Heands unapplicd as aforesaid.

V. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That the said Commissianers for the Discovery of
Longitwibe at Ses, or any Five or more of them, shall have full Power and Authority to hear and receive any
Proposal or Proposals thar shall be made to whewn fur discovering the said Longitude, or for making any other
ascful lmprovemeat i Navigation ; and in csse the suid Commissioners, or any Five or mare of them, sbioll be
#i fur satsfied of the Probability of any such Discovery or Improvement us t think it proper to canse Bxpen-
menty to be made thercof, they 1 certify the saine, together with the Numes of the Author or Authors of wach
Uropasal or Proposals, under their Hands and Sealbs, 10 the Commissioners of the Nary, who wre hereby suthonized
und required to make out a Bill or Bills upon the Treasurer of the Nuvy for any such Sum or Sums of Mooe
us the said Commissiooers for the Discovery of Longitide at Sea, or sby Five or wore of them, shall thiak
necessary for malong such Experiments ; which Sunv or Sunss the Treasurer of the Navy s hereby required to
E‘.? immediately 10 such Person or Pemona as shall be appointed by the sawd Commissoners to thase

perunvats, out of any Money which shall be e his the said Tresaurer's Elands wnapplied as afocesaid. ()

VI. And be it further enacted by the Authority gforesaid, That f soy Person or Persons shall siakie woy
Dhecovery for Bnding the hg;lximdc at Sca, which, though not of so great use us to be entitled o nny of the
grear Rewnrds above speci shall nevertheless be adjudged by the sid Commissioners for the Discovery of
Lovgitude at Scu, or the major Part of them, o be of considerable Use to the Publse, ar shall make any other
Ducavery or Discoveries, Improvement or Improvements, useful to Navigation ; then and in such Casc such
Person or Perwons, hia or their Executors, Admupistrutors, or Assizas, shal) from Tine w Time bave and receive
such less Heward, or Sum or Sumas of Mouey, as the said Commnissioners or the major Part of them shall think
ressunable, and certafy iccordingly, woder their Haods and Scals, to the Commiaionens of the Navy, who wre
hereby authorized and required to make out a Il or Bilis upon the Treasurer of the Navy for any sch Sum or
Sums of Muncy, which the said Treasurer is liereby anthorized and required to pay immedisicly 10 such Person
or Fersans, lis or their Executors, Adninisteators, or Assigna, out of any Money that shall be in his the soid
Treasurer's Hauds unapplied as afuresaid.

VL. Provided wlways, That all such Swin or Sums of Money as shall be poicd by the Treasurer of the Navy by
virtne hereol, as well tor the Purpose of discharging the scveral Debts which bave been incurred, and are now
growiug due for Servicss wodicg to the Benelit of Navigation, ax of making such Experimeats as uforcsaid, wel
of rewarding in a Jussce Degree basser Discorveries tor Hinding the Longitide ot Sea, and alwo other Discoverics
and lmprovenents weful 10 Navigution, de not nitogether exoced te Sum of Five thoomod Pounds : And ulse
peovided, that i case any such Reward or Sums of Money to be given For any of those Purposes shall not
exceed the Sum of One thousand Pounds, that then and i such case it abatl and way be certibed w the
Comanssioners of the Navy as aforesaid, wirder the Hands and Seals of the susd Commissionces far the Do-
covery of Losgitude, or nny Five or more of theni; but if it shall exceed the Sum of Owne thoosand Pounds, that
then i alall be centifid by the said Commissioners, or the nmjor Fart of them,

VIII. Provaded wlso, am{ it @ hereby further enacted, That in case uny Person or Persans who shall and
may have received any Sum or Sums of Moncy, by virtue of this Act, a Heward for any Method o
discovering the Longitwie at Sea, shall afterwards beconue entitled to anvy of the greater Rewards appointed by
this Act, for or on accaunt of the ssne Method ; that thep and in wich case mich Sum or Sums o Mnney B+

they shall or mav have received na aforesaid, shall be considared as Purt of such greatey Reward, and deducted
therefrom accordingly : and thit no Person ahall recsive wore in the Whole for any one Method for discovering
the l.mFtnde at San than the greatist Rewwrd appointed for such Mcthod by this Act. (*)

IX. And be it further enacted by the Anthority aforesnid, That it shall and may be luwful w0 and for the
said Commissioners for the Discovery of Longitnde ut Sea, or the major Part of them, and they are hereby
suthorized and empowerced, for thesr better Satisfaction, if they sce Oocasion, to sdminister wn Outh or Caths to
such Person or Yersons ax they shall think proper, for the Purposes of carrving this Act into Exevation ; which
Outh or Oathe it shall and may be iswful to and for any Two or more of the said Commissivaers to administer
accordingly; snd in case any such Person or Persona shall wilfully swear fulsoly snd untruly, every such Person

L)

shall be fiable to, and suffier the Pains mnd Penslties inflicted by the several Statutes made and now in force
against wilful Perjury. (1)
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